SIR JAMES JEANS
Introduced by Sir Richard Gregory, Bt., F.R.S.
Editor of " Nature "
IT is very rarely that capacity for creative work in science is
combined with the art of brilliant literary expression, yet
in Sir James Jeans they are represented to a supreme degree, and
we have the unusual association of the two qualities referred to in
William Watson's beautiful verse :
" Science and Art, compeers in glory,
Boast each a haunt divine,
1 My place is in God's laboratory *:
* And in His garden, mine.'"
Sir James Jeans does not, however, owe his high position in
the scientific world to experimental work in the laboratory or
observational work in the observatory, but to the use of his
mathematical genius to co-ordinate results obtained in fields of
research of physics and astronomy and derive fundamental
principles from them. His contribution to the dynamical theory
of gases and the mathematical theory of electricity and magnetism,
and his substantial studies of problems of cosmogony and stellar
dynamics, were given scientific recognition by his election as a
Fellow of the Royal Society in 1906 and the award of the Royal
Medal of the Society in 1919, He became Secretary of the Society
in the latter year and occupied this office for ten years, throughout
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